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RELIGIOUS DEAARTMENT
CHAIRMAN TO SPEAK
IN UM SERIES APRIL 1
MISSOULA-Dr. Ray L. Hart, chairman of the University of Montana Department of Religious
Studies, will speak

at UM April 1 in the second in a series of five free public lectures

involving the department.
Dr. Hart will discuss "The American Home-World: Some Reflections on Thoreau and
Stevens" at 8 p.m. April 1 in the University Center Ballroom.

1he Pr°gram> which is open to the public without charge, is sponsored by the Associated
Students of UM and the UM Faculty Public Exercises Committee.
In his lecture Dr. Hart will develop a thesis with regard to the character of the
peculiarly American experience or "home-world."
"Americans have typically been strung between reality and imagination as the funda
mental factors nurturing their 'experience,'" said Dr. Hart, "and their problem has been
and continues to be, how to position themselves in this tension."
Drawing upon American literary and religious traditions, Dr. Hart said he will discuss
the swing of the pendulum from "wild fact" in works by author Henry David Thoreau, through
"a delicate but credible balance" between reality and imagination in Wallace Stevens, to
a preference among the young today for an imagination while deprived of ordinary factuality.
Theme of the series is "Imagination and Contemporary Sensibility."

